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＋ A Striẽt enquiry into every partiexlar Tranſaction 
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Tha Tae bf Elizabeth Canning we begin with firſt, 
in order that our Readers may be put in a clear light, 
that they may be a judge of this myſterious Affair, 
when they have read the Mho le. 
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to go and ſes ber Uncle and Aunt on the fff | Day of 
January 4ſt. As ſhe was returning home in the Evemng 


of the ſame Day, ſhe was ſeized by two luſty Fellows in 


Moorfields, directly at tbe Gates of Bethlehem Hoſpitgl: 
After they Hud riſled ben Pockets, the) took ber into the 
middle Watk of the ſaid Fields, where they ſtripped her of 
ber Gown, Apron, Hat, &. Sbe. crytag, outs Murder / 
one of the Fell5ws Rruck ber on the right Temple, which 


immediately deprived. ber of har Senſes. 1. When ſbe necur. 


vered, e fund berſelf in an open Road berweey the. two 


Rollers, who ſoon comvey'd ber to a Houſe, in which ſhe 


ſaw an old Woman and two young ones. The old Woman 


fold her if fhe would do as they did; (e bich was whoring = 


and thieving) ſbe ſbould want for nothing: But upon her 


" Refuſal, the old Woman cit off ber Stays, and then forced 


hen Ap A Pair of Stairs, with horrid Imprecatioas, and 


_ - threatniag to cit her Throat if ſte made the kaſt noiſe. 
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| ETA CANNING, ant to Mr.” 
Lyon in Aldermanbury, had. Leave given ber 


| ”” 1 - 1 „„ 5 v3 > 10 5 
She was then confined in a lark Room, and bad. uy an, . 
bout a Juartern Leaf in ſtale and mouldy Crufts, and 4 
Gallo of Water to ſupport her, during the whole Lime 
ber. Confinemeiit, and a little Hay to lie ou. On the agi 
_ of January fhe eſcaped, by making 4 Hole in the Boards. 
of the Window, about four o Clock in the Afternoon, ans * 
came to her Mother's Houſe, about ten at Night, in a m 
%% ⅛ •uUPi! m a EA. 
*® © When this unhappy ung Woman was asked where ſbbe 
ba been, rould give no aber Account than that foe had 
= been confined in a Fouſe on the Herttordihire Road, which 1, 
Z ſhe knew, by ſe 192 the Coachman who Move ber Miſtreſs 
into that County paſs by, through a Flole of the Window. 
The Hove of that netoricns Woman, well kaown by the 
Neme of Mither Wells, betiveen hnfield Waſh and 
Waltham-Croſs, was immediately ſu pied; and from I 
maiy Circumſtances, appears to be the diſmal Rriſan of | 
. this unhappy Sufferer, whoſe melanceoly Situation fiance her 
miraculous Kſcape, is worthy the Comftaſſion and charita= © 
Be Contribuous of all-public-ſpirited People, aud every 08 * 
= who bas, any Regard for the Sa/ety of their own Chuldrgs 
and Relatibni, who are equally liable to the ſame, inhninas 
and cruel Ujage, as the before-mentioned ybung Perſon ; 
ch fince ber Eſcape from the Houſe of that Monſter of a 
Woman, has been in a moſt deplorable Condition; the whole 
Courſe of Nature, having as it were been put ont of its ual 
Aclion; fbe bas, through her uncommen and cruel Uſage, 
been deprived of the natural Effects cf Food, nothing bav= 
iu paſſed tarongh ber, ſiuce being firſt hurried away in the 
Manner before mentioned, but by the Art and Indefatigatle 
= Pains of the Phyſician aad Arothecary no attended ber, 
ill the 7th of February, when ſhe bad an urinary Evacuas 
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be-raiſed; to enable the Perſons who have undertaken to dæ- 


tion. Al theſe Circumſtances being auly confidered, PR 
wot doubted but 4 Subſcription, or Coutribution will ſoon 


e bis notorious Gang, to projecnte their good Intention 


With" the utmoſt Vigour, as fuch a Neſt of Villains is of the 


4 


% 


ere under dritten, (Inhabitants in and atout Alderman- 
bury Poſtern, 
ning from ber Birth, to have altways been a very ſober 
denz and induftrgpus Girl,) are ready to attefl. ; 


* Francis Roberts. 5 Thomas Miles. | 
John Marſhall.” Robert Gerrard. 
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Donations are taken in at the Royal Excbange Coe 


Houſe in Threadneedle-Street, &c. 
| ##. 8th 1753. Pinie Hall, 


* 


the Workhiptul Juſtice Fieldiag. 


> to the Safety of all his Majeſty's good Lb 


5 The Truth of the above-mentioned Facts, we whoſe 1 
ho have known the above Eli zabeth Can- 


Thomas King. 
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5 one of the Women ſworn. 
to by Flizabeth Canning, made a Confeſſion before” 
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Seccondly, that they ſhould be able to do it is not 
very eaſy to believe ; I do nor mean that it is not 
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A Clear State of the Caſe of Elis. 

| EY = Canning. . & ITS 1 
YUSTI CE FIELDING in his Narrative of E. 

} Canning, fays a very extraordinary Narrative it 
is, conſiſting or many ftrange Particulars, reſem- 


bling rather a wild Dream than a real Fact. * Firſt, 
Ir doth not well appear wich what Motive theſe Men 


| 1 carried this poor Girl ſuch a Length WE Way, or in- 


deed that they had a Motive at all for fo doing. 


within the Strength of two Men to carry a little 
Girl (for ſo ſhe is] ren Miles, but that they could 
do this without being met, oppoſed, or examined, 
by any Perſons in the much frequented Roads near 
this Town, is extreamly ſtrange and ſurpriſing. 
Thirdly, the Gipſey Woman doth not ſeem to have. 
had any ſufficient Motive to her Proceedings. If 


ber Defign was to make a Proſtitue or a Gipſey, or 


both, of this poor Girl, ſhe would, in all Probability 


what Effect that Confinement had produced. If her 
Defign was Murder, ſhe had many eaſier and better 
Ways than by ſtarving, or if ſhe had choſen this Me- 


tod of deſtroying the Girl, it ſeems impoſſible to 


account for the conveying to her that Bread ane 


Water, which could ſerve for no other Purpoſe but to 
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have applied to her during her Confinement, to try 12 


: | 4 > 7 


lengthen out the Miſery of a W reich A whom 


the Gipſey Woman had, as appears, no Foundation, 


cwhatever of Anger or Revenge, and might have In- 
reaſed the Danger of diſcovering the whole Villain- 
ö Fourthly, That Elizabeth Canning herſelf 
Koould have ed this Uſage, and all the Terrors 
it muſt have occaſioned, and ſhould have been kept 
alive with no other Suftenance than ſhe declares the 
had, are Facts very aſtoniſhing and almoſt incredible. 
Fifchly, That she sbould ſo well have husbanded her 
ſmall 8 as rd retain ſome of it tilł within two 
Days of her Eſgape, is another very ſurprifing Circum- 
Kance. Sixth, that ſh- ſhould under goall this hard- 
ſhip and fa ting without attempting ſooner to 
© Þ her Eſcape, or wi: hour perceiving the Poſſibility 
of making it in the Manner in w hich the at laſt ſazs 
she did effect it, ſeems to be no lefs Shocking to rea- 
fon and common ſenſe. Laſt iy, that at the time when 
she dates this Eſcape, she $hould have Strength ſuffi- 
"cient left, not only to break her Priſon in the Manner 
the deckares, but ro walk eleven or twelve Miles to 
her own Home, is another Fa& which may very well 
ſtagger our Be lief, and is a proper Cloſe to this ſtrange, 
wnaccountable and ſcarce credible Story. 
Thus have T ſet the ſ:veral particulars of this Nara- 
tive in as ſtrong a light againſt the relater, and in one as 
diſad vantageous to the Credibility of her Relation, as 
I chink they can fairly be placed. Certain it is, that 
the Fact ſeems at firſt to amount to the very higheſt 
Degree of Improbability, bur I think that they donor 
amount to an impoſſibility ; for as thoſe objections 
which ariſe from the Want of — Motive in the 
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Tranſactors of this cruel Scene, no great Streſs I think 


can be laid on theſe. I might ask what poſſible Mo- 


tive could induce tWo Ruthans, who were executed 


laſt Wiarter for Murder, after they had robbed a poor 


Wretch who made no Reſiſtance, to return and barter 
his Scul wich there Clubs, till ehey fractured it in 
almoſt twenty places. How many Cxuelties indeed 
do we daily hear of, to which it ſeems not eaſy to 
aſſign any other Motive than Barbarity itſelf? In 


ſerious and ſorrowful Truth, doth not Hiſtory as 


well zs our own Experience afford us o great Reaſon 
to ſuſpec̃t, that there is in ſome Minds a Senſation di- 
rectly oppoſite to chat of Benevolence, and which de- 


lights and feeds itfelf wich &ts ct Cruelty and In- 
humanity? And if ſuch a Paſſion can be allowed any 


Exiſtence, where can we imagine it more likely to 


exiſt than among ſuch people as theſe. 


Beſides, though to a humane and truly ſenſible | 
Mind ſuch Actions appear to want an adequate Motive, | 
yet to. Wretches very little removed, either in their 
Senſations or Underſtanding, from wild Beaſts, here 


may poſſibly appear a very ſufficient Motive to all 
that they did; ſuch might be a Deſire of increaſing 
the Train of Gipſys or of Whores in the Family of 
Mother Wells. One of rheſe appears to have | 
the Deſign of the Gipſy Woman from the Declara- 
tion of Elizabeth Canning, who, if the had ſaid no- 
thing more improbable, would certainly have been in- 
titled to our Belief in this, though this Defign ſee sh 


afterwards not to have been purſued. In thort, she 
might very poſſibly have left the Alternative with 
ſome Ind ifference to the Girl's own Optien ; if the 
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was ſtarved out of her Virtue, the Family might eaſil y 
apprehend she would give them Notice; if out of her 


Life, it would be then Time enough to convey her 
dead Body to ſome Ditch or Dunghill, where When 
it was found it would tell no Tales: Poſſibly, how- 


ever, the Indifference of the Gipſ* y Woman was not 
Jo abſolute, but that ſhe might prefer the Girl's going 
her Way, and this will account for her conveying to 


her that Bread and Water, which might give the poor 


Girl a longer Time to deliberate, and conſequently 
the Love of Life might have a bet er Chance to pre- 


vail over the love of Virtue. | 


So much for the firſt and third Objection ariſing 


from the Want of Motive, from which, s 1 obſerved 
above, no very powerful Arguments can be drawn in 


Caſe of ſuch Wretches: As to the {econd Objection 
though I mentioned it as I would omir none, the 
Reader, I preſume, will lay ſo little Weight upon it 


chat it would be waiſting Time to give it mueh anſwer. 


In Reality, the Darkneſs of the Night at that Seaſon 


of the Year, and when it was within two Day of the 
New Moon, with the Indifference of moſt People to 


What doth not concern themſelves, and the Terror 
with which all honeſt Perſons paſs by Night through 
the Roads near this Town, will very fufficiently ac- 
count for the Want of all Interuption to theſe Men, 


in their Conveyance of the poor Girl. 


Wich regard to the fourth Obje&ion, How ſhe 
could ſurvive this Uſage, &c. I leave the Degree of 
Probability to be aſcertained by the Phyſicians: Poſe 
fible, I think it is, and I contend for no more. I ſhall 
. only obſerye here, chat ſhe, who left her Mother in 


a 


8 8 
3 2 >. ad 0 Shae 8 : . 
Y Pho S . 2 5 bY es Ea Ton Ee Ia ME NT OE ER % C Ae 
4 2 * 5 8 A 2 as „ oy 3 2 my TECC as ate PE ee ol rk e N Free abs 1 = DE EI 
Ee a En No EIN En TO . MERE IE een nts ofa ood wo o eds ce an le , 
1333 N . 67777 WR Soon Po TE 3 CT 3s ST ES OB PT nn a y ⁰ AA 
> Sp AE OE CO OT, FE 0ot we 5 x 8 . e = * : * 
r 3 1 F x d 3 
VVV 99 fe 7 


Set. 7 
WOT... Wh,” 
2 5 
7; W ee 
3 1 


4 * 
"lt in: 
& Tee 


+, 

_ 
* * 
> 
-» 
1 
* 

* 

55 8 s 
* 8 
2 
— 

5A 

"= 

BY 

. 

55 

1 
= of 

be”; 

=D x 

- FF 
2 

VA 

3 

4 

3 

"Rs! 

. 3 

5 
* 
* 

BUD 

32 
IFN 
. 
25 
—- 
».J 
ID 

” 

4D 

2 

Ay 
2 

2 
io 

Rey 

1 

a 

v5 

* 

a; 


k 
"4 4 
. 
. » 
6: 4 
3 
LN 
22 ; \ 
, £4 ? 
ER 
9 8 
= 
5 
aa 
8 


in it, that had I not heard it inſiſted on by others, 


Ways of extricating ourſelves, Which, when they are 
de dran from this Obſervation, a moderate Degree 
of Candor will oblige us to extend very far in the 


3 ſtances of Weakneſs of Body, and Depreſſion and 
2 Contulion of Spirits, till Deſpair, which is a Quality 


the higheſt Pitch, and forced her to an attempt, 


F | 


a 2 plump G returned ſo like a Spectre, tha 5 


her Mother fainted away when ſhe ſaw her; her Limbs 
v ere all emaciated, and rhe Colour of her Skin turn- 


ed black, fo as to reſemble a State of Mortification:z 


ner Recovery fiom which State ſince, is a Proof of 
that fi m! and ſound Conſtitution, which ſupported her 


il ſhe ſays true, under all her Miſery. 


As to the fifth Objection, the anſwers, That the 
cruel Uſage ſhe had mer with, and the Condition ſhe 


ſaw heſfeli in, ſo affected both her Mind and Body, 


that ſhe eat ſcarce any Thing during the firſt Days 
of her Confinement, and afterwards had fo little Ap- 


petite, tha: ſhe could ſcaice ſwallow the hard 
Morſals which were aſſorted her. 


The ſixth Objection hach, in my Opinion, ſo little 


I ſhould not myſelf hive advanced it; common Ex- 
perience every Day reacherh us, that we endure many 
Inconveniences of Life, while we overlook thoſe 


diſcovered, appear to have been, from the firſt, ex- 
tremely eaf y and obvious The Inference Which! may 


Caſe of a poor fi mple Child, under all the Circum- 


that is ever increaſing as its Object increaſes, grew to 


N she had not before had the Courage to under- | 
cake. - 


s to ber acconplisping this, and being able to 
. 


1 


222 ³ UP anc an Ar; 1 RPE an — 2» — 


£6] 


eſcape i to her Friends, the Probability of this likewiſe 
leave to the Diſcuſſion of Phyſicians: Poſſible it 
ſurely is, and I queſtion very much, whether the De- 
gree of Deſpair, which I have juſt mentioned, will 
not even make it probable; ſince it is known io add 
no leſs Strength to the Body then ir doth to the Mind, 
a Truth which every Man almoſt may confirm. by x 
ny Inſtances. 
But if notwithſtanding all I have here Tr oy 
Narrative should ſtill appear ever 10 improbable, i 
may yet become a proper Object of our Belief, Gn 
the Weight of the Evidence; for there is a Degree 3 
of Evidence, by which every Fact that is not impoſ- nn 
fible ro have happened at all, or to have happened in 
the Manner in which it is related, may be ſupported |! 
and oughr to be believed: In at Cates, indeed, the * 
Weight of Evidence ought to be ſtrictly conformable 
to the Weight of Im probability; and when it is fo, 
the wiſer a Man is the ſooner and eaſier he will be- 
lieve. To ſay Truth, to judge well of this Conformi- 
ty is what we truly call Sagacity, and requires the 
greateſt Strength and Force of Underſtanding. He, 
who gives a haſty Belief to what is ſtrange and im- 
probable, is guilty of Rashneſs, but he is much more 
Abſured, who declares that he will believe no ſuch 
Fact on at y Evidence whatever. The World are 
too much inclined to think, that the Credulous 1s the 
only Fool ; wh ereas, in Truch, there is another Foo] 
of a quite oppoſite Character, who is much more dif- 
ficult to deal with, leſs liable to the Dominion of r 
25 and 8 of a F uy more e to him- 
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fel and often more determined to Mankind in ge- by 
neral,. > 
To apply this R Rs to the preſent Caſe, as we 
have, it is hoped, with great Fairneſs and Impartiali- 
ty ſtated all che Improbabilities which compoſe this 
Girl's Narrative, we will now confider the Evidence 
_ rhar ſupports them And when we have done this, it 
wilt poſſible appear, that the credulous Perſon is he 
who believes that Elizabeth Canning, is a Liar. 
Firſt then, there is one Part of this Story, which is 
inconteſtably true, as it is Matter of public Notoriet 
and known by almoſt every Inhabitant in the Paris 
where her Mother dwells. This is, that the Girl, 
after the Abſence of a Month, returned on the 29th 
of by erat in the dreadful Condition above-deſcribed. 
This being an eftablished Fact, a very fair Preſump- 
tion follows, that she was confined ſome-where, ant - 


by ſome Perſon ; that this Confinement was of equal | 8 | 


Duration with her Abſence ; that she was almoſt ſtar- 
ved to Death; that she was confined in a Place, 
whence it was difficult ro make her Eſcape ; and 


however, this Efcape Was poſſible , and char, at 1 eng th, 1 


she actually made it: All theſe are Circumſtances, | 
which ariſe Som the Nature of the Fact itſelf. 
are what Tully calls Evidentia Rei, and are ftronger 
than the poſitive Teſtimony of any Witneſles ; they 
do, indeed, carry Conviction with them to every Man 
Who hath Capaci ty enough to draw a Concluſion from 
the moſt ſelf-evident Premiſes, 
Theſe Facts being eftablished, I shall oppoſe Im- 
2 to Improbability, and firſt J begin by ask - 
W . * the Perſon. who thus 


cruely 


e 
7 . 2 N e rn F 8 þ ICY 
EE IMA Too: IS 1 * N * a 5 27 . 6 
4 e r 


1 ee 
LA "_ „ ” 
l b v — NE ama —— — 
UE” ada g 
; x 5 ; £ 
: 5 4 
> 7 oy 


* * = 
I a N 
a r e eee e a 
* — F by 22 1 


8 P77 


I 4 
PPP ˙ or A Ng wank 1 
, 


CB) 


cruelly uſed! her? It could nor. be a er ; ſor a- 
mong all the Cruelties, by which Men have become 
infamous in their Commerce wich Women, none of 
.h's Kind, can, I believe be produced. What Rea 

ſon, therefore can be aſſigned tor this great Degree of 
more than Chriſtian Forgiveneſs of tach bartarous 
Uſage, is to me, I own, a Secret; fich Forgiveneſs, 

therefore, is at leaft, as great a Degree of Imbroba- 
bility as any which can be found, or whie1 can be 


fei cigned in her Narrative. 


Again, What Motive can be ins ond for her wy 
this heavy Charge on thoſe Whanre innocent? That 
Street- robbers and Gipfies, who have ſcarce even the 
Appearance of Humanity, thould be guilty of wanton 
cruelty without a Motire, hath greatly ſtaggered 
the World, and many hate devicd the Probability of 
ſuch a Fact: Will they then imagine, that this Girl 


_ hath commitred a more deliberate, and therefore, a 


more atrocious Crime, by endeavouring to take a- 
way the Li ves of an old Woman, her Son and ano- 


ther Man, as well as te ruin another Woman, with- 


out any Motive whatever? Will they believe this of 
a young Girl, hardly 18 Years old, who hath the 
unanimous Teſtimony of all whoever knew her from 
her Infancy, to ſupport the Character of a vertuous, 
modeſt, ſober, well diſpoſed Girl; and this Character 
moſt intorced by thoſe who know her beſt, and parti- 
cularly by thoſe with whom She bath lived in Ser 
vice. 
As to any Motive of getting Money by Jack an 
_ Attempt, nothing can be more groundleſs and evident- 
dy falſe than the Suggeſtion ; the Rh at: whch 
TI Was 
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of, Num e Papplay t al the Cr. 

1 with-which she hathi ſince, without *T | 
atfation, related. it. The real Truth is, chat 


3 _ Sublarig don s ſet on foot by ſeveral well diffoſe# 8 
| Raiſins 4. d very {ubſtantial i -"+. 7 


& 4 Setof! horrid Villains to] 2 | 

| ate i MR era ee atter wh 
1 2 

4 be attended wich conſiderable Expence, | 

. 15 Reward eq; che Girl chen thought of; we 

e of which Reward was a Noble a 

\ reſent at the laſt Ramin : 

ebt: © S that this ö 
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gugh,; 1 Tas — ſuppoſiug her witty — 
2 Fi bt ſych; a. Story, full, f Variety 


Ineidencs, .ang, worthy. the invaidiog-of es 
Romandes, in many of which we find ſie 15 

pf ſtrange Improbabilities chat are the Produces 
ons of a 2 fer rtile 2 though commonly a-diftgrnperet 


We whereas this Girl is a Child in Years, and more i | 
a Yotertanding, with all the evident Marks of | 
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"hop | 
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3 hs ever I erden in a human Counte- 
nance; and this I think may be admitred co 225 2 
third Improbability. 
„ A Fourch ſeems to me to i Gch the 8 in 
ch this. poor ſimple Girl harh ſupported this Story; 
which, as it requires the higheſt Degree of Wicked- 
neſs of Heart, and ſome tolerable Goodneſs of Head 
to have invented it, ſo dorh it require no ſmall Degree 
of Aſſurance to ſupport, and that in large Aſſemblies 
of Perſons of a much higher Degree than the had ey 
before appeared in the Preſence of: Before Noble- 
men, and Migiſtrates, and ſudges, Perſons who muſt 
| have inſpired a Girl of this kind with the higheſt Awe. 
Before all theſe ſhe went through her Evidence with- 
out Heſitation, Confuſion, Trembling, hange 
Countenance, or other appe rent Emotion. As ſuch © 
a Behaviour could eo only from the higheſt Im- 'Y 
pudence, or moſt perfect Innocence, fo it ſeemed 
clearly to ariſe from the latter, as it was accompanied 
with ſuch a She. of Decency, Modeſty,” and Sim- 
plicity, that if theſe were all affected, which” thoſe 
who disbelite her muſt ſuppoſe, it muſt have required 
not only the higheſt Art, but the longeſt Practic and 
Habbit to Le ic to ſuch Degree of Perfection. . 
A Fifth Improbability is, chat this Girl ſhould fix 
on a Place fo far from home, and where it doth not 
appear ſhe had ever been before. Had the one 56 
this Place of her own Accord, or been i cath 
by any other than the Perſon the accuſed, "viral 
Dow Wells would have told this, as ir muſt have 
pied her of nw Fact Are co her n je 
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za indeed 13 deſtroyed che Shots Charter of 
Elizabeth Canning, and jot' conſequence have put an 
2 Pnd tothe Proſecuton; but Mother Wells on the” 
GH urrary, denied abſolutely that Elizabeth C Canning 
It had ever been in her Houſe, or that ſhe had ever ſeen 
45 ber Face before the came there with the Peace Of 
QF fices. 
ad In this Point, viz. That Elizabeth Canhin was, 
ce not acquainted wich Mother Wells, or her H = 4 hor 
es ever there, in any other Manner than as the herſelf 


: 5 3 beſt and ſtrongeſt Teſtimony imaginable, and that 18 
XR bye the Declaration of the Deſendaut Wells herſelf 


that this Elizabeth Canning was never there at any 


1 bility; ; for unleſs this poor Girl had been well acquan- 
ed with the Houſe, the Ha yloft, the Pitcher; c. how - 
was it poſſible; that she pt d deſeribe them all ſo very 
= exattly as She did, at her return to her Mothers, in the 
2 Preſence of ſuch Numbers of People? Nay sbe de- 
= ſcribed, likewiſe, the Proſpect that appeared from the 


8 5 HY lo t with ſuch exaCtneſs as required a long Time 
4 urnish her with the Particulars / of, I know but 
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4 1 be of her being enabled to give this Deſcrip- 
tion; ; eit! 


' | ter, I leave to the conjecture of my ingenious Reader, 
] 1 it was Mother Wells herſelf, che Gipſey 


has informed us, her Evidence ſtands confirmed by the 


It is true indeed, that as our being confined there, 
A Wells utterly denies. i it, but ſhe as poſitively affirms _ 


7 9 Time, nor in ar y other Manner. From tllis 
1 Point chan fo eſtablished, will reſult an utter Impoſſi- 


= er she muſt have been there herſelf, or mat | 
hape had her Information from ſome other. As to 
2 the former Wells herſe lf denies it; and as to the lat 


1 Woman 


1 
—̃ —— - 


in che mean time, Ishall beg leute to coac ade Fiel 
tee 


during her whole Confinement. 


Lair aud juſt Light, it will be neceſſary to give N 
de en ro che Time when Virtus Hall appeared 1 firſt, g 


4 Werler Puſe in the Manner above ſet forth, and. 


0 . 


Woman, virtue Hall, or" ho elle that was raged 
Elizabeth Canning in all theſe Particulars. 


, 
* 


e muſt account for the Girls knowle 8e 0 
ys Which I. have mentioned or Sen We 
wh ee Impoſiibility ; or, Thirely e n mult 
Mallow the Truch of this Relation, thou 101 it be 48 
hard a Morſel as any which the 'poor Girl ted on 


„And go I come to a” Piece of Eyidence "which 9 
hath been the principal Foundation of char Credit 
which 1 bave giren co thls extraordinary Story. It | 

ed: to me at firſt to be convincing unſliin ount- 1 
able, in the fame Light it appeared to a Geatlemmmn, 


udoſe Underſtanding and Sagacity are of the” very firſt 

Rate, and who is one of the beſt Lawyers bf histimes 
n that this Evidence fetmed to 

aſwerable, fol acknowledge it yet ſeents to mig, anc 


9 6 


till it shall receive an anſwer, I muſt 'contitnie to, | be, 
lieve the Fact which reſts upon it. 


In order to lay this Evidence before the Caller in 8 2 
ion of the Order of Proceeding in this e 


F ng me. 3 1 
pon iche Return of Elizabeth Clin 76 het! 3 


the Account which ſhe'gave of her im pte Ro, 
Bangs, the viſible Marks' 8 jy 1 
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by R Circumſtance she came; 


005. 


ſubſtantial of che re poſt Fo. To raiſes : 
Contribution among rhemſelves 9 0 iz Pehble 


to bring tlie Villains who bad injured f = r: Girl 
80 bene de uſtice?” | As ON i as sh be Wa 
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— for ohe ar chat Time kad ER ane | 
the Place, nor could a, dene ny 55 r . 


ation of Wells's Houſe, thou ugh she 
exactly deſcribed the Inſide of i Ps 1 


might never have been able to hase, red abe 
Houſe at all, hadi it not been” for a. . | 


Incident, and-this was, . 97 5 — 5 


Creviſes of the Boards of he Hi AT ORE A, + 
Wl 


Diftanceithe Hertfofd Stage Coach 
ver which she knew, W he paſt; not: near enong 
for her to call to him with any 1050 0 


that the Houſe ſtood on the Hertford: FE lM 
When they arrived ar this Houſe the poor. Gigs 
taken out of the Chaiſe, and placed on a Table in che 


Kitchen, where all the Family paſſed in the. Reviews | 


before her; she then fixed oh 9972 1 deen : 
whom! she had very particularly deſcribed be d 
who is, NT, the moſt x 7 e Fi 
che Whale World; ohe- chatghll lik eie V inde Hall ; 
whoſe Counrenance” Hkewife 18 zery eaſy; to be re 
memberec by thoſe who have once ſeen ber. PT TO 


- The whole Vami ly, hofſeves, hough no more were A 
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_ ed'fibm'theFenvr of her who 1 of rhe 
Ing4 diſorderly Houſe.” M6 Ea f 


— NDEITY 
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poßdrely charged Fr Elizabech 8 g. Won ut 
all into a Cart were conducted before Mr. Tyſhemaker 


who is a Juſtice of the Peace for the County of Mid- 


: dleſex, Who having firſt examined Elizabeth Canning 
alone, but Without taking from her any Informarion, 


in Writing, did afterwards etamine all the Parties 


and in the End committed the Gipſy Woman and 


Wells, che former for taking away the Stays from 
beth nning, and! e t tor keeping a dif- 


Ta 


128 te Reader BY be Pleaſed to obſerve 
FaQs: ' 


2Firſt, That Elizabeth Canning, did not make any. | 


Informarionin Writing before this Jaltice. - 
Secon 


ſlle in bow Oath, declared, 'Thatiſhe could not 
— Oc sn, as the Men's Hats were flap 


oyer their in che Houle, and as w hen 
2725 e o 1255 1 


W their Countenances, nor did she. _— 


— 


Wells with any crime at alle except that Which reſu t 

keep- 
Arte | 3, [6k ET 

Laſtly, That Virtue Hall did at. tad Tun, Abſo- 

lutely den - that she knew. 399 Thing 

and declar 47 that 


Hlizabeth Canning had never been 


in Wells's Houſe to her Know lodge, till chat Da 
nor had the ever ſeen her Face 


72 in | 


dy, That the  Hiftory of che Fact . 
related to the Juſtice was not in che Arabic ol Virtus 
E £2! 


"Thicaly, That Elizabeth nies "oe ff amen is 


ery, dark she could 2 


of the Matter 


elore, the woke 
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75 | ſequence of which 8 was, that che Six oſey's 1 
L 1 Son, whom this Virtu Hall hath ſince accuſed = 13 
Robbery, was diſcharged by Mr. Tysbemaker. | | | 

3 „ Sk Canning, with her Friends, ngw:regurn- | 

ed home to her Mother's Houſe, where she contin- 
ued to languish in a very deplorable condition and 
now Mr. Salt, the Attorney who hath been employed in 5 
> . this cauſe, adviſed the Parties to ply to Pos 1 85 
and upon this Occaſion, as he hath done ; 
others, ay fixed 58 me 8 the coun to, ede advied | 
= ONE: 
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This Buſineſs at _ I partly, as it 1 
Tran faction which had happened at a diſtant Part of 
the Country, as it had been examined already by a 
Gentleman, with Whom 1 have che Pleaſure of ſome 
Acquaintänce, and of whoſe Worth and Integrity 1 
2 havewithall; Ibelieve, who 3 1125 A very y high 
=: 3 Oppinion;| but princi pally, indésd, for 
A been almoſt fatigued ny Sib with ſeveral; tedious 
dr! Examinations at chat Time, and had intended to rer 
jel 2 freſh» myſelf wich a Day or two! s Interval 5 Abe 
t-: Country, Where Thad not been, unleſs on a Pig. 
_ i ee „ 
gf I yielded, however, at. Taft, to tle Impo 
nt ties of Mr. Salt; and my only Motives for; ſo BY 
ere, beſides thoſe Impoxtunities, ſome Sie 
4 occalioned by che exrraotdinary Nature of the Caſe, 
and a-greas Cbmpaſſion for the dreadful Condition 
cok the Girl, as it was repreſented to me by Mr, 
15 er Ou \rovording] 155 che next aan Ls wok 5 


7 * 7% 7 8 8 . 
© + ö 5 8 1 ws 1 
W 1 * 
13 des 
5 * 
2 
. 


8 


8 


3 8 | 
- oa Ein eee. 
, Canning and Vis irtue Hall, aud 
115 s nfl K l * A 


af 


1 
* 5 
100 A 


— ou e che 
Tryal, which is already in 
Fan | hs E. 2 4 Reader that — 
f . ns 1 811 mY ſo great a Streis 
e fi LY chat. Ts b ee, 
E 4 if + - 
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the Evidence o Eliz. Canning and Virtue Hall. 
That Virtue Hall bad never Ren nor heard the Evi. | 
Kerice'6f EIiz. at che Time When the made 
mer "Own" e is Fact; nay, Laer the ern 
Heard oe ot 0 TAE nge over before a Juſtide 
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ver been in her Houſe, and the other ſcarce ever out 
of ic during the whole Month in Queſtion. 25 


Secondly, If we could ſuppoſe they had met to- 
gerher ſo as o form this Story, the Behaviour of 
Virtue Hall before Mr Tyſhemaker would intirely de- 

ſtroy any ſuch Suppoſition, for here this Virtue Hall 
was ſo ſar from being in the ſame Story With Eliz. 
Canning, that she there affirmed that she knew no- 
thing of che Matter, and she had then no Reaſon to 
apprchend any further Examination; nor is it poſ- 
fible to concei ve that theſe rwo Girls should after- 
wards enter into any ſuch Agreemant. From the Day 
of the Examination before Mr. Tyshemaker, till Vir- 
tue Hall came before me the two Girls never ſaw the 
Face of each other, the one remained ſick at her Mo- 
a. ther's in Town, the other continued at Wells's Houſe 
6 at Enfield, in Company with thoſe who yet perſiſt in 
n in their Friendſhip to Wells and the Gipſy. In reality, 
lieve I never yet heard a Fact better eſtabliſheq in a Court 
thak of fuſtice then this, that Eliz. Canning and Virtu: 
Fall did not lay this Story together, nay even ſhe 
| herſelf doth not, as I have heard, ſince her Apoſtacy, 
pretend to ſay any ſuch thing, but imputes her Ei- 
dence to her being threatening and bullicd into it, 
which to my own, Knowledge, and char of many o- 
thers, is a moſt impudent Falſehood ; and ſecondly _ 
aſeribes her agreeing with Elizaberh-Canning to hay=+ 
ing heard her deliver her Evidence, which beſides be- 
ing impoſible, can be proved to be an other nororious 
Falſehood, by a great Number of Witneſſes of in- 
7 iſputable Credis, _ CE, | 
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(181 


80 Sas 1 think Jam here inticled to the tollowing 
7 eee Conel uſion. 
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me -- Whenever two Witneſſes declare a Fact, and a- 
1 gree in all the Circumſtance of it, either the Fact is 
# true or they have previouſly concerted the Evidence 
1 between chemſe ves: . 


But in this Caſe it is impoſſible that cheſe Girls 
E >. hould have ſo previouſly concerted the Evidence: | 


And therefore the F act i is true. 
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The Reader will 50 please to eber e That l do 
not here lay any Weight on the Evidence of Virtue 
14 Hall, as far as her on credit it is neceſſary to ſup- 
port that Ex idence, for in Truth ſhe deſerves no 
credit at all; the We eight which I here lay on her 
Evidence is ſo far only as it is ſupported by that Evi- 
dence of Fact which alone is always afoly to be de- 
pended upon, as it is alone incapable of a Lye. 
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And here, Sh I might very well reſt che 
Merits of the whole cauſe on this 0 Point, yet 
14 I cannot conclude the cafe of this poor Girl without 
one Obſervation, which hath, I own, ſurpriz d me, « 

1 and will, 1 doubt nor, ſurpriſe the Reader. It is 
3 Why did not the Gipſy Woman and Wells pro- 
1 duce the Evidence of Fortune Natus and his Wife 
i 10 Thee Ea at FRO” e ſince chat 41 | 1 
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| - chat pad Ka 35 believed it, thay muſt have Penn 


Acquired? For my own Part, I can give but one An- 
{wer to cis, and that is too obvious to need to be 


here me entioned. 5 


Ner will I quit this Caſe, without Srv hs pretty 


Tacident of the minced Pye; which, as it poſſible ſaved 
this poor GirPs Life, jo doth the Intention of carrying it 
home to ber little Hrother ſerve very highly to repreſent the 


Goodneſs, as well as Childiſhaeſs and & mplicity of ber 
Character; a Charatier ſo ftrongly imprinted in her Corn- 


. Dna and attefted by all ber Neighbours, © 
Aſter I bad finiſted the Fxamination of Virtue Hall, one 


Faith Natus, the Wife of Fertune Natus, whom 7 ap- 


e to Lelbug to the G p/ics, and who was found in the 


Holle with Virtne Hall, beings examined upon ber Oath be- 
fore me, declared, That 2 aid ber Hustand lay in the ſame 


Room where H. Canti ng pretended to have teen confined dure 
ing tye hoe time of ber pretenacd confinement, and declared 


that ſhe had never ſeew nor beard of any ſuch Per ſon as Eli x. 


Canning iu Wells's Hue. Upon this Virtue Hall, of her 


own Accord, affirmed, as ſbe doth in ber Information 
in Writing, theie two Perſons were intrediiced into that 


Room, tolie ther e, by Mether Nells, to give a colour to the 
Defence which Wells was to mate, and which theſe People 


in the preſence of Virtie Hall, had agreed to to ſwear to. 


pon the whole, this Caſe, do het her it be conſidered in a 


priva'e or in a public Lighi, acterves to be ſcrntiniſed to the 
bottom; and that van be ouly done by the Government's 


authoriſing ſome very capable and very indifferent Perſons, 


t examine into it, and par tictlurly in the alibs Defence of 
Mary tab the G7 'y Woman, On the one Side bere is 
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Sa 
the Life of a Hubjelt at Stake, who if her Defence is true, 


is innecent ; and a pu g Girl, guilty of the blackeft, moſt 
Pre meditated, and moſt audacious Perjury, levelled again? 
z2e Lives of ſeveral innocunt Perſons. On the other Side, 
if the Ev dence of Elia Canning is true, and Perjury ſhould 

as vertheleſs, prevail againſt her, an innocent young Crea= 
Lure, who bath ſuffered the moſt cruel and unbeard-of In» 


faries, is in Danger of being rewarded for them by Ruin 
and Infamy ; and what mift extremely aggravate her Caſe, 
ad co. l diftingniſh ber Miſery from that of all other 


reiches upou the Earth, is, that (he will owe all this Ruin 


and Infairy to this trange Circumſtance, that ber Suffer- 


lis have leen beyond what Human Nuture is ſuppoſed capa- 
he F tearing ;-wnilt Robbery, Cruclty, aud the moſt im- 


pudent of all Perjuries, wil c/cape with Inpunity. and 
Triumph; and therefore, will {5 eſcape, hecauſe the Bar- 


barity.of the guilty Parti s hath riſen to a Pitch of wan 
c and uutempted Inhumaiity, beyond all Poſſibility of Be- 


As to my 0707 Conduct in this Aſair, which I bave 
Bedured with the moſt minute Exattneſs, I know it to be 
Þ:ghly juſtifiable before God and before Man. I frankly 


en, I thought it imitled me to the very Reverſe of Cenſure. 
dye Trauth is, the ſame Motive prevailed with me then, 


:n2ich principally urged me to take up my Pen at this Time, 


4 Dejfire to protett Innocence and to detect &nilt; and the 


Deli h in ſo doing was the only Reward I ever expected, 


fo help me Ged; and I have the Satisfattion to be aſſured, 


that thoje who Enoch me beſt will moſt believe me. 
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In jolemp Truth, the only Error I cau ever be poſſible © 
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charged with in this Caſe is an Error in Sagacity. If 
Fliz Canning be guilty of a falſe Accuſation, I own ſhe 

bath been capable of impoſing on me; but, I have comfort to 
think the ſaue Inpofition hath paſſed not "only on t¹⁰ Ju. 
XZ ris, but likewiſe on one of the beſt Judges that ever ſate 
2 onthe heuch of Juſtice, and on two other very able Judges 
Z c<cho were preſent at the Tryal. . „ e was Yoo 
I 4s na, for wy own Part, pretend to Infallibility 
*  thongh ] can at the ſame time with Truth declare, that T 
have never ſpaced any Pains endeavouring to detect Falſe- 
had and Perjury, aud have had ſome very notable Succeſs 
that way. VVV . 
In this Caſe, hom uv 


one of the moſt Simple Giris I 
ever ſaw," if ſhe be a wicked one, hath been too hard for 
me; ſuppoſtag ber to beſuch ſhe bath-indeed moſt. groſsly de- 
ceived me, 0 IT remain ſtill m the ſame Error; And I 
N in the moſt ſolemu Manner, to the Almighty for the 

ruth of what I now aſſert. I am at this very Time, on 

this 15th Day of March 1753, as firmly perſuaded as I 
am of any Fatt in this World, the Truth of which depends 
folely on the Evidence of others, that Mary Squires the 
Gipſy Woman IS GUILTY of the Robbery and 
Cruelty of which (he lands convicted; that the alibi Defenee 
is not only a falſe one, but a Falſchood very eaſy to be prac- 
tiſed on all Occaſions, where there are Gangs of People, 
as Gipſtes, Ec. that very foul and unjuſti fable Practices 
have been ujed in this whole Affair fince the Tryal , and 
that Fliz. Canning, is a" poor, honeſt, innocent, fimple 
Girl, aud the moſt unbappy and moſt injured of all human 
Beings, - | : F 
| It 
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I is this Perſuzfon alone, I repeat it again, hc 5 bg 
. me to give the Pullic this Trouble; for as to myſelf 
Jan, in my own. Opinion, as little concerned in the Avent 
2 6 2 Murer as any other Man whatever. 
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— I Thavea: laßt comratted in this Au- 
as, I bave contratied from thoſe who have been much war- 
mer on the other Side; nor can any ſuch Magiſtrate bla re 


i ſarely the Duty of every Man, and a very indiſpen/ble 
| Duty is 1% F we believe 17 Tully, one of the beff of Wi FIters. 


20 the Merit of having diſcharged this D uty, my Lf. 
Mayor as well as myſelf bave a juſt Title at all Events. 
And for my own Part, as I do not expe to gain, ſo nei- 
| Eber do I * to locſe any other Honour on the final Iſſue of 
Er air For ſurely the Cane is of juch a Nature that 
| x muſt be intolerable vain who is aſhamed of being 
K — on either Side. To be placed above the Reach of 
13 „ 5 | Dereit i ts to be placed above the Rank of a human Being; 
{ 


re I am that I make uo Pretenſions to be of that Rant; 
Indeed haue been. often decerved in my Opinion of Men, 
And bave ſerved and recommended to otbers thoſe Perſons 
. how bade afterwards diſcovered to be totally worthleſs. 


4 In ſola Truth, fo littie defirons am I to be found in 
— 1 be rizht, that I ſhalt not be in the kaft diſpteaſed to find 
| i 1 | Me miftaken., is indeed I oug he, ASA good Man, 10 
1 vid may be the Caſe; ſiuce that this Conntry foeuld have 
— 1 Tall ene great Monfler of Iniquity, is 4 ate 


mmtn 


en, fince' we muſt, I am perſuaded, att from the ſame 
Mid of doing Juſtice to the injured Innocence. This 
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anlic h kſs ſhocking than to con ider the Nation to hs arrived 
at ſuch an alarming State of Profligaty, and our Laws and 
Girernment to lie ix (0 langaiſhing a Condition that a Gg 
e Wretches like theſe could dare to form ſuch an impudens 

Attempt to elure public Juſtice, nay rather to overbear it 
- by the Force of aſſeciated Perjury in the Face 4 the wle 
World; and that this audacicus Attempt ſhowd have had 
at leaſt a very big) Probability of ſucct eding. Sl IRS 


This is the light in uhich I ſee this Caſe at preſent. Icon. 
einde, therefore with Loping that the Government wilt au- 
thoriſe ſome proper Perſons to examine to the very Bottom, @ 
Matter in «bich the Honour of our national Juftice is fe 
„ Oo TEL bt on. 
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N the extrcame Hurry in which the fortgoing Caſe, 
vas Arawn up, I forgot to obſerve one ffrange r- 
cumſtance which will attend the Caſe of E. Canning, fm 
*  frould be admitted to bea Forgery; this is, that ſhe 14 
large the Gipſy Woman when ſhe nul have known that | 
Woman cculd prove an Alibi, and not Suſannah Wells, who | 
could have had no ſuch Proof. This will le very ftrong if aps | 
plied to the Evidence of Canning, but much fiaqnger whew | 
applied to the Evidence of Virtue Hall, who lived in the 
Houſe the whole Time. © © Lo 
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Yes I appears to te very 1 Huple Condut?; as ach, 1n- 
Heel, 15 con/1, Nent enough with her Charatter.. So is not the 
D *artful Manner in which the charge was brought out; firſt 
"Canning accuſed the Gipſy Woman, and went no farther, 
_ "then Hall brought the 6h upo the ſtage, all in ſuch Regu- 
* Tarity, and with ſuch !ppearence of Truth that no New- 
gate Sollicitor ever ranged bis Evidence in better Order. 
But prebaps, I might have ſpared my Reader theſe Obſer- 
_ Pations,. as I can now inform him that I have "this very 
Afternoon (Sunday the 18th of March ) read over. a great 
Number of Aﬀidavits corroborating tbe whole Evidence 0 
"Canning, and contraditting the Alibi Defence of the Gipſy 
" Woman. I ſhall only adi, that theſe Afidavits are by um- 
_ queſtionable Witneſſes, and 75 worn before three worthy Juftices 
of the County of Middleſex, who live in the Neighberboos : 
of aßen Waſhe. 
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The Pg Kaba und 
claration of Virtue Hall, we Foe 

5 from good Hands, and may 

500 | depended on ihr. Truth. 1 
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„ fhall- ER a Story "hat © W vill Hs 58 *ron 

ſtrange for 4 edit; a i can ſpzak gf ir mo — 
perfe& Functuality, for I have hippened to be pi 
at eyery Circumitagce; That I may e 1 
Account, T ſhall ſer down the ble in PR Of 
Ale, in which it come to my Knowlodge, 
Ac is knbyyn chat AH. Wells has fulfered 
ment as an ary, and that A ary $4, 
* Time under, Sentence of Death, as the Princi 815 5 in 4 
3 anne connnitted on Elizabeth Cann. E; the V 
uppoſed to have,been-ſhur up fora Month! in 


1 | Houſe,,and; ſupporced all that Time on 2% 


Bread nd a Pircher of Water. 
On Monday ! was told, che Agde Were 
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: 4urther, Err to ſpeak 
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in the Hands of Mr Erd, proving that A . er 


Sentence for the ſuppoſed Robbery, was at Abbotsbury 


in Dorſerſhire at the Time when ir is faid to have been 
committed. On "Tueſday Mr. Lediard, being in Com- 


pany where I was, after telling him chis, and naming 


my Suſpicions, Virtue Hall, the principal Evidence, 


the Servant of Mrs Nells, who had ſworn that ſhe was 
preſent when the Robery was committed, and who 
Was at that Time in the Gatehouſe, was ſen for. 
The Improbability of the whole Story, had led many 
10 doubr the Truth of it; I was always of that Num- 


Per: 1 told che Girl my Thoughts; and after Mr. 


ALadiard had ſpoken to her with great Propriety, I add- 


ad wharſoever I imagined might induce her at length 
do ſpeak the Truth: Her Copfuſion and her Tears, de- 
elared ſhe had ſomething to confefs; ſhe in Part went 
back from what the had ſworn upon the Trial; and ſhe 


tequeſted the Night to think upon what ſhe ſhould ſay 
uly in the Morning. 
. Ford, who told me the 


On Tueſday I app plied ro 


Affidavirs were in the Hands of the Lord Mayor. I 
Maited upon his Lordſhip, whom! found pose of 
the Opinion, chat there was Falfity in the Evidence, 


and cartieſ and indefatigable in the Reſolution of dif 
covering it. Upon my telling his Lordſhip this Per- 


Du was now in the Gatchouſe, of which he had 


not before been informed, ſhe was ſent for; and the 


Lord Mayor, with more Jud gment and more — N 


wy, than 1 have ever ſeen employed by any N 
90 any Occaſion, diſcover d the Truth. 


Vine Hall declared in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 2 


+ rpik it Aeg, W = had worn ot 2 


* 
»F 
F 


8 * f 


\ 
RAI PIs 1 W ac K — 
4 2 CCVVCCCC FI nie; © 200 OY ORE OE RI Dae ret ian tte: 
n p 5 el A >; 1 SH 3 Fe . 


8 
"EE 8 
+ N 


r 
= * 


n _ I 
. pro, A Tr, ICE Coy * 
or „ n 
e ee e eee 


5 
r 


e 
o 


( 27 3 


$ Aires was falſe: That this Woms: was not in the 
Touſe of Mrs. Wells on the Day wen the Robbery 
was faid to be committed; nor for tone Weeks after; 
that no ſuch Robbery ever was committed there at all; 
2nd that Elizabeth Canning never was in the Houſe, un- 
til brought down to it by thoſe who carried on the Per · 
HE Ga . VVT 
* _ She added, chat this is the Account ſhe gave to the 
Magiſtrate by whom ſhe was firſt examined; 
that ſhe to him declared no Perſon whats 
ſoever had been confined in the Houſe at all; and 
ſhe declares the whole ftrange Story to be a Forgery. 
On being asked What it was that induced her to {wear 
to ſuch a Chain of Falſhoods at the Trial, and to be 
the Means of taking away the Lite of a Perſon Wo 
had not injured her; the declared the true Cauſe : What 
that was / appear hereafter ; it is not yet the Time for. 
Veſterday I waited again upon that great and worthy 
Magiſtrate, whoſe, goodneſs of Heart, as well as Clear- 
neſs of Head, had before deſerved fo much Applauſe, 
and who for his Service inthis Diſcovery has a Right 
to the publick Thanks of Mankind, to ſee this Virtus 
Hall and Elizabeth Canning brought before his diſcern- 
in e.. oe oo Ren 
The Recantation of Virtue Hall has not been an 
Act of Raſhneſs or of Hurry: She had, befote the 
Lord Mayor ſaw her, conſidered it a Night; and ſhe 
had now thought upon it another. That honourable 
Magiſtrate begun by telling her that ſhe Was under his 
Protection, and was ſafe: He promiſed her, that what- 
ſoe ver the now faid ſhould not prejudice her; and he 
demanded of her after this, in the moſt folemn Man- 
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ttue, or whether what ſhe had alledged upon the 'Tyia 
Were ſo. She declared that all ſhe had laſt aſſerted 


Was falſe. She added, that ſhe had always given the 
fame Account before all Perſons, declaring Elizabeth, 


till frighted into ſwearing falſely, and. that, ſhe ney Bs 
ver ſhould have ſo ſworn, unleſs ſhe, had been ſo, | 


She confronted Elizabeth Canning with pertet, © 


Heen miſerable while ſhe kept the Secret of her. Per. 


„„ 
ger, whether what ſhe had ſworn the Night befc AI 


rial 


was Truth, and that what ſhe had ſivorn. on the Tlial 
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Canning never to have been in the Houſe ot Mrs eli, 
at all, until ſhe, came down to have them apprehendedd; 
and that May uires ne ver was there till a Week be- © 
fore ſhe was taken up, that is three Weeks after the 
Time the Robbery was ſaid to be committed: She 8 
affirmed en Oath, that ſhe had at all Times ſaid this, 


. 
% 


frighted 


. : — * 


Compoſure ; and ſhe, repeated the Whole to her Face. 
She had be ſore ſpoken ſlowly and unwillingly; ſie 
now anſwered with that Freedom which always ac _ 
companies Truth: And ſhe declared, that ſhe had 


jury; but that her Mind was caſy now ſhe had con. 
leſs d it, , ß 
Elizabeth Canning had Permiſſion to ask any: 


Queſtions, but ſhe only repeated three or four of 


1 
thoſe, which had been anſwered by the Evidence be- 


8 * 
Fs ive 


When the whole of this Examination was over, the 


 Lord-Mayor explained his Reaſons for what he had 


3 


been doing: He declared he had from the firſt: been 
diſlatisfied with the Verdict: He added, that he had 
gccafioned Letters to be written to Abbotsbury, the 


' Place where the two Evidences on the Trial ſwore 


be; 


_ — 
— < edi. noo Ie > = hr 1 


Mary Squires to have been at the Time of the alledg- 
ed Robbery; and he ordered the Anſwers to thoſe 
Letters: to be read. Theſe contain'd the Atteſtations 
and Affidavits of the Vicar of the Place, the Church- | 
Wardens, Overſeers of the Poor, and principal Inhabt- 
rants, all concuring to prove, that Mary Squires 
was there at re Time when this Robbery was ſworn 
ro be committed, and for many Days after; and the 
laft of them offering the Atteſtations of an hundred 
Perſons more; Perſons who had ſeen or had ſpoken to, 
or kept Company with, her and her Children, on the 
Day of the alledged Robbery, and to many ſucceding 
Days CE fi od 8 OO 
His Lordſhi p, after this, declard his Reſolution 
of continuing to ſearch to the Bottom of the Matter, 
and requeſted thoſe who were preſent to do all in their 


Power towards aſſiſting the farther Diſco very. 
On Friday the gth, the Lord-Mayor, attended by; 
ſeveral of the Alderman, and ſome other Perſons of, 
7 Dittin&jon, went ro che Houſe bf Mt Ackerman,” © 
the Keeper, of Newgate, when Sufannah Wells was 
brought before him. His Lordſhip, wich great Ten- 
derneſs, asked the unhappy Woman, how far it would 
be agreeable to her, ſor the Service of the Publick, 
to impart to him What - ſhe knew relating to that 
Tranſaction, the Conſequences of which could now 
no farther, affect her. © As I am a week and aged 
Woman, my Lord, faid ſhe, as I am ſeventy Years. 
of Age, and as I am a Mother of Children,” this, 
Leas her Manner of expreſſing, herſelf, “ I will not 
2 © ſpeak a Word but what is true: And I. do not 
he by doubt but Time will, cho“ too late, diſcover mine 
ore 1 Mary Squires's Innocence.“ From this ſerting 
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* Gut, ſhe went on thro) a long and a moſt circumſtantial | 
Examination; blaming Virtue Hall for ſwearing falſely 
| (for ſhe did not know the had recanted) and agreeing 
with and confirming the laſt Account that Woman 
had given in every the moſt minute Particular. 
Altho' the Lord-Mayor had additionally to this, 
and to Virtue Hall's Declartion, the Aſſidavits and 
Certificates of more than twenty Perſons at Abborſ- 
bury, to prove Mary Squires, to have been there, at 
the Time when the Robbery was ſworn to be com- 
mirted, and for many Days after; yet all this did not 
amount to legal Evidence againſt Canning. It Was 
poſſible, altho' not at all to be imagined, that the 
Mary Squires ſworn to by Canning, and the Mary 
Squires mentioned in thoſe Affidavits, might be dif- 
ferent Perſons of the fame Name. To aſcertain the, 
Truth in this Reſpect, two Men of unexceptionable 
Character, and whoſe. very Looks and Manner de- 
mands Credit, having come up from Abborsbury on. 
- purpoſe, and having this Morning viſited Mary Squires, 
in Priſon, have ſince ſworn that they ſaw her at Ab- 
botsbury on the firſt 'of January, New Stile, and fron, 
that Time till the tenth Day of the ſame Month, and 
that ſhe is the identical Mary Squires mentioned in the 
| Aﬀfaits and Cerrficates which hd bern kr up e. 
r,, Rn 
he Account of Virtue Hall and Suſannah Wells, 
- tho ſingly Perſons of no Credit, yet agreeing in every. 
Circumſtance, ſupport and confirm one another; and 
have, even tho? they are excluded from the Sanction 
of an Oath, the Weighty Conſiſtency, and Force of 
Truth. Theſe are ſupported by Certificates (now in 
the Lord-Mayor's Poffeſſion) of fixteen Perſons at Ab- 


botsbur y 


* 


botsbury; , taken 8 the | Mayor Dorcheſter, and 


by rhe Oaths of eight Perſons from Endfield Wath, 


given before his Lordſhip; as alſo by the Evidence of 


thoſe two Men come up on purpoſe: And by the 


Letters of Mr. Wills, the Under Sheriff of Dorſet- 


ſhire, and Mr, Harris the Vicar of Abborsbury, two 


worthy Perſons, who have been happily induftrious 


in this Diſcovery ; and in the whole, there is not A 
ſingle Inconſiſtency: They all concur to prove that 
Mary Squires was not, nor could be at Endfield Waſh, 
at, or of a long Time after the Day of the pretended 
Robbery ; and tho* from ſuch a Variety of Perſons 
unknown to one another, they agree in every thing; 


| not in the material Articles ul . in the moſt 5 


flight and trivial. 5 


On the joint Strength of theſe, che Tad ehe 


granted his Warrant for the Apprehending 
Elizabeth Canning: It had been promiſed that 
ſhe ſhould be forth coming When demanded ; but the 
Officer returned without her, and with at Account of 


his Reception at rhe Houſe, ill becoming ie” Com- 
miſſion with which he was honoured: 


Upon the whole, I ſhall have the Boldneſs to aſſert 
and I do ſtake my Credit with the World for ever up- 


on it, that the Chain of Evidence in Proof of the In- 


Nocence of, Mary. Squires rs ſuch, that nothing but | 
Truth could have occafioned or ſupport it? 


Canning has ſince been brought before the Right 
"the Lord-Mayor,and'bail'd by her Friends. | 
And Mary Squires the Gypſies Woman, has re- 


ceiy d His Majeſtys 570 Pardon, and 1 19 e 
out N i e 
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obtaining her Pardon, for whom, as in dug bound, 
will tor ever Pray. 


aired, upon the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, to ex- 
= their great Satisfaction at his Lordſhip's ſteady 


uning, now begome of general Concern to the Pub- 


Rot; Gentlemen, before ſcarce known to his Lord- 
met at the Manſion houſe, and havib declared 
Their Approbation of his Lordſhip's Conduct, and thei 
Indignation at the undeſerved Reproaches his Lo 
i hath.ſorunjuſtly ſuſtaiged upon this Occaſion, 25 
p. took that e of ſpeaking | 8 them 
Selens (> 
2 Gentlemen, This kind. A Approbation of my e 
AJ . 7 flowing | PA the Hearts of thoſe 
228 ives me a Plea- 


ame 3 = 9 71 


ae 
bee en milled b Re Mus ut their 
Juſtice towards me can only wait oy d Pablica on r 


* 
BIN 2 8 


1 has libevite Vn HY on I Toni p. N re- 
1 him Thanks for the great Pains he has taken 


There has. ſince a great many eminent Citizens 


everance ta hring to Light the Caſe of. Elizabeth 
lick; and laſt Thurſday Evening July 5, upwards of 


be pros Yale re '4 
115 | 
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